2009 New Year
Advocacy Rally
From your 2008-2009 New York District Advocacy Committee
Lt. Governor Stephanie Springer, Chairperson

*** *** ***

Your  advocacy letters may be sent to any personnel which you believe have the power to bring about a change to help make our world better.  Suggested recipients include:

	Senator Charles Schumer
	313 Hart Senate Building

Washington, D. C. 20510

	
	

	President (-elect) Barack Obama
	1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20500

	
	

	Your Local Congressman
	Go to : https://writerep.house.gov/writerep/welcome.shtml
**Insert your ZIP Code**

	
	

	Governor David Patterson
	State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224


Please note that when addressing the President and his Cabinet (including the President-elect), U.S. Senators, U.S. Congressmen, Officers of the Senate and of the House of Representatives, Governors, Lt. Governors, and members of the state legislatures, they are, by convention, styled as “The Honorable” (abbreviated as “The Hon.”); e.g., The Honorable Senator Schumer, et cetera.
This may seem obvious…but don’t send out this whole packet to people!  Copy-and-paste and address these letters individually!

Rally Day 1 – Green Jobs and Infrastructure Act

Dear [Senator Schumer]:

I am writing to encourage your support of the Green Jobs and Infrastructure Act of 2008. This act would promote economic recovery through green (environmentally friendly) jobs and infrastructure.

This act would create a clean technology manufacturing incentive program, provide high-performance building block grants, and create green energy jobs.

The full text of the act can be found at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=110_cong_bills&docid=f:s3725is.txt

Please do what is best for our country and environment.

Sincerely,
[Your Name]
Rally Day 2 – Conservation Reserve Program

Dear President (-elect) Obama:

I strongly urge you to reject proposals to allow the penalty-free early release of land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). 

A penalty-free early release of the magnitude your Secretary of Agriculture is reportedly considering - millions of acres - would deliver a devastating blow to the nation's soil, water, and wildlife habitat, and significantly increase global warming. The resulting damages could cost taxpayers substantially. 

CRP is the oldest of the farm bill's voluntary conservation incentives programs, rewarding farmers who take fragile land out of production in exchange for rental payments and federal cost-share payments. Since its creation in 1985, CRP has been responsible for reducing hundreds of millions of tons of erosion each year, reducing pollution in our nation's waterways, providing important reservoirs for wildlife and has had significant benefits for populations of ducks, grassland birds, and other species. Allowing millions of acres out of CRP prior to the end of the contract period would quickly erase many of the gains that have been made with CRP and will likely create new problems.

Because most CRP lands are marginal for cropping, even if all CRP acres were brought back into commodity production, the impact on aggregate commodity supplies and prices would be modest. However, the impacts to soil, water, wildlife, the public, and the recreational industry that has developed around wildlife such as pheasants and waterfowl produced on these lands would be substantial. 

I urge you to act to protect the environment and taxpayer investments in soil quality, water quality, and wildlife habitat. Please do not allow landowners to leave CRP contracts early without fully reimbursing the Treasury for the taxpayer-funded investment in those lands.

Sincerely,
[Your name here]

Rally Day 3 – Aging

Dear [Senator Schumer]:

I am writing to encourage your support of the Retooling the Health Care Workforce for an Aging America Act of 2008. This act would “expand, train, and support all sectors of the health care workforce to care for the growing population of older individuals in the United States.”

The full text of the act can be found at
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=110_cong_bills&docid=f:s3730is.txt

From the text of the act:

“1) The United States will not be able to meet near-term demands for chronic, geriatric, and long-term care without a workforce that is prepared for the job.”

In order to remedy this problem, the bill proposes a variety of changes to existing laws. These would include amendments to the WORKFORCE INVESTMENT ACT OF 1998, OLDER AMERICANS ACT OF 1965, and SOCIAL SECURITY ACT.

Please make the best decision and vote for the best interests of our elderly citizens.

Sincerely,
[Your name]

Rally Day 4 – Arctic Wilderness Act

Dear [Representative],

As your constituent, I am deeply concerned about the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and the treasured wildlife that lives there. That's why I strongly urge you to ensure that this national treasure is permanently protected to the full extent of the law by supporting the Udall-Eisenhower Arctic Wilderness Act (H.R. 39). 

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Edward J. Markey (D-MA) and Rep. Jim Ramstad (R-MN), would designate the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge as a wilderness area with permanent protections.

These permanent protections are especially important for America's remaining polar bears. According to a U.S. Geological Survey report, polar bears will likely be extinct in Alaska in as little as 50 years due to rapidly melting sea ice. The Arctic Refuge is one of the most important onshore denning habitats for these magnificent creatures -- and permanent protections will give them a fighting chance at survival.
 
This special place has long been protected from harmful new drilling operations. But year after year, big oil companies and their allies continue lobbying to open up the Refuge to new drilling.

This can only have devastating consequences for our imperiled wildlife.

Drilling and the transportation and infrastructure needed to support it could wreak havoc on the Arctic Refuge and the animals like caribou, our last remaining polar bears and the millions of migratory birds that depend on this vital habitat.

With around 400 crude oil and toxic spills each year and just 30 miles west of the Refuge, the Prudhoe oil field is testament to the destruction that the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge would face if Big Oil were allowed in.

In light of these facts, I strongly urge you to support H.R. 39 and permanent protection for the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. Only this type of "wilderness" designation will stop the ceaseless efforts to drill in this special place -- and give America's struggling polar bears a chance at survival.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my comments. I eagerly await your response.

Sincerely,
[Your name]

Rally Day 5 - Economy

Dear President (-elect) Obama:

It's time to Repower, Refuel, and Rebuild America.

We need to get our economy moving by building a clean energy future. We applaud your efforts to make energy a top priority, and urge you to adopt these goals:

· Move to 100% electricity from clean sources such as wind and solar

· Cut our dependence on oil in half

· Create 5 million new clean energy jobs

· Reduce global warming pollution by at least 80%

We call on you to introduce a plan in your first 100 days that will reach these goals, and to utilize the federal budget and any economic recovery package to get us started.

Sincerely,
[Your Name]

Rally Day 6 – Arctic Wildlife

Dear [Representative],

As your constituent, I am deeply concerned about the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and the treasured wildlife that lives there. That's why I strongly urge you to ensure that this national treasure is permanently protected to the full extent of the law by supporting the Udall-Eisenhower Arctic Wilderness Act (H.R. 39). 

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Edward J. Markey (D-MA) and Rep. Jim Ramstad (R-MN), would designate the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge as a wilderness area with permanent protections.

These permanent protections are especially important for America's remaining polar bears. According to a U.S. Geological Survey report, polar bears will likely be extinct in Alaska in as little as 50 years due to rapidly melting sea ice. The Arctic Refuge is one of the most important onshore denning habitats for these magnificent creatures -- and permanent protections will give them a fighting chance at survival.

This special place has long been protected from harmful new drilling operations. But year after year, big oil companies and their allies continue lobbying to open up the Refuge to new drilling.

This can only have devastating consequences for our imperiled wildlife.

Drilling and the transportation and infrastructure needed to support it could wreak havoc on the Arctic Refuge and the animals like caribou, our last remaining polar bears and the millions of migratory birds that depend on this vital habitat.

With around 400 crude oil and toxic spills each year and just 30 miles west of the Refuge, the Prudhoe oil field is testament to the destruction that the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge would face if Big Oil were allowed in.

In light of these facts, I strongly urge you to support H.R. 39 and permanent protection for the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. Only this type of "wilderness" designation will stop the ceaseless efforts to drill in this special place -- and give America's struggling polar bears a chance at survival.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my comments. I eagerly await your response.

Sincerely,
[Your name]

Rally Day 7 – Intervention Programs

Dear Senator Schumer,

A recent report issued by the United Nations found that 2,000 children around the world die from preventable accidents - everyday. Thousands more suffer non-fatal injuries that could potentially result in long-term hospitalization or life-long debilities. 

Road traffic crashes, drowning, burns, falls and poisoning are the leading causes of child death from injuries. "Each such tragedy is unnecessary," says Dr. Ettiene Krug, Director of WHO's Department of Violence and Injury Prevention and Disability. "We have enough evidence about what works. A known set of prevention programs should be implemented in all countries."

The number of fatalities resulting in accidents could be cut in half, if governments around the world implemented measures that have been proven effective.

All children deserve the right to live in a safe environment. Please ask newly-appointed Secretary of State Hillary Clinton to pressure governments to invest in intervention programs that save children's lives.

Sincerely,
[Your name here]
District Webmaster / Technology Chair Allen Yu  |  allenyu.tech@nydkc.org








