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Dear Key Clubbers, 
 
We all know of the six branches of the Kiwanis Family:  K-Kids (for elementary stu-
dents,) Builderôs Club (for middle school and junior high students,) Key Club (for 
high school students,) Circle K, (for collegiate students,) Aktion Club (for adults 
with disabilities,) and Kiwanis (for adults). It is common that many Key Clubbers 
such as yourselves know of the branches, but when it comes to communication, the 
link is not so strong.  This resource is to help you! 
  

The role of the Kiwanis-Family Relations Committee is to educate, improve 
and strengthen the ties between the New York District of Key Club International, 
and the other Kiwanis-Family Clubs in New York.  Keep on reading for some his-
tory, possible challenges, tips on how to open and maintain an open line of com-
munication and much more!  We have even included a list of K-Family Clubs by 
Key Club Divisions!  This should make it easier when trying to see if there is a Ki-
wanis-Family club in your area. 

 
 So Key Clubbers, now that this information has been made available 

for you, use it to your advantage! Look up the contact information and start work-
ing with your other K-Family clubs today! 
 
Have an outstanding year! 
 
Yours ever, 
 The Kiwanis-Family Relations Committee 2010-2011 
 New York District of Key Club International 

 

A Word from Your Committee Chair  



Hey New York District Key Clubbers! 
 
 My name is James Florakis and I am the chair of the New Club Building and 
Reactivation Committee. Our committeeôs goal for this year is to create or reacti-
vate at least one K-Family Club per division. These clubs include K-Kids, Builderôs 
Clubs, and Key Clubs. K-Kids and Builderôs Clubs can be co-sponsored between 
Key Clubs and Kiwanis Clubs. Key Clubs can be created/re-activated with the help 
of a sponsoring Kiwanis Club. Therefore when creating or re-activating a club, be 
sure to know your Kiwanis Family since they can help you with any problems, 
whether it regards service activities or fundraising. 
  

Since new and re-activated clubs need the help of a sponsoring Kiwanis, the 
K-Family Committee and the New Club Building and Reactivation Committee will 
be working closely together throughout this service year. Therefore, if you have any 
questions please feel free to contact me at jamesflorakis.ltg@nydkc.org. And be sure 
to check out the New Club Building and Reactivation Packet as well. 

  
Thanks and happy club building! 
 
In the spirit of caring, friendship and service, 

 
James Florakis 
Lieutenant Governor of Division 12 
Chair of the New Club Building and Reactivation Committee 
2010-2011 

 

New Club Building and Reactivation  

mailto:jamesflorakis.ltg@nydkc.org


 

Kiwanis K-Kids 

Kiwanis K-Kids is the elementary school version of Key Club.  K-Kids, has seen steady growth since its in-
ception in 1990. Begun in Florida, where 1998-99 Kiwanis Governor Lamar Fisher developed the program 
and provided continuing support, K-Kids soon spread to other Kiwanis districts. As a result of its growth, 
K-Kids was adopted as a sponsored program on October 1st, 1998. The first club chartered by Interna-
tional was the K-Kids Club of Brooksville Elementary School in Florida. 
 
How to start & keep an open line of communication between Key Club and the branch. 

Hold an introductory meeting and/or service project 
An introductory meeting could very well inform all parties involved, before an upcoming 

new service year. 
 

An email-based Google Group/ Social Networking Page 
Most middle school students hold email accounts or a social networking page and those 
who donôt, have parents that do. It would only make sense that Builderós Club have 
one too.  A Google Group could be used to relay information regarding projects and 
opportunities to students and parents. 

 
 
Possible Interclub Projects (between Key Club and the branch) 

Club to Club fundraising competitions 
Competition always fosters success, so holding interclub (K-Kids and Key Club) projects 

would create a sure-fire way to raise money. Nothing boosts a middle schoolers pride 
of self - confidence that knowing they beat a high school kid at something.  For exam-
ple, one club from each Kiwanis-Family branch could be paired up with another, and 
a can-drive could be held.  The winning club could win some sort of prize, like throw-
ing pies in the respective-othersô faces. This would raise money for a cause, get stu-
dents motivated to try their hardest and best of all, bring people together in the name 
of service.  

 
Plant and sponsor a garden 

Kids from a K-Kids Club could be paired up with teens from Key Club, and each could 
donate a little money to plant a garden in a local school or community center.  This 
garden would serve beneficial for the environment, while collecting money for an-
other cause and forming bonds between branches. 

 
Projects that would intrigue both age groups 

Service projects that interest both age groups will always attract attention and if the idea is 
neat and original, members shouldnôt mind the age barrier. Music, sports, movies, 
and almost anything dealing with entertainment will catch the eyes of any teenager. 
Not to mention the service project will have double the perks because itôs all for a 
good cause. 



 

Kiwanis K-Kids 

Possible challenges faced when working with the branch 
Making service projects appropriate for the ages involved. 

Many of the projects that clubbers engage with involve the direct interaction with or at 
the service projects, for example, unpacking of boxes, cleaning parks, the signing in of 
volunteers, etc. Finding projects that are both beneficial for the community (or a se-
lected cause) and are doable by the volunteering students may serve to be challenging. 

 
Things being too complicated: 

When dealing with K-Kids Clubs we have to remember that we are dealing with middle 
school kids. Sometimes, there is valuable information communicated to the District 
Board that is not the easiest to understand.  Having information reformatted and 
possibly rewritten in a way that is understandable for younger students has to be a 
priority in order for the students to fully comprehend what is going on. Once the 
students have a full knowledge of what is going on, they may become more interested 
in specific service projects and even, with the world around them. Once people, espe-
cially children, become invested in something, only rewarding and outstanding ser-
vice can be performed.  

 
Finding time aside from weekends to perform service work. 

Key Club is a high school, student-based organization, and many who choose to volunteer 
also have rigorous school schedules. On the other hand, K-Kids is a elementary 
school, student-based organization. The first of the two often houses students who 
have rigorous schedules. Interacting with a K-Kids club would be an add-on to that 
schedule which when it comes down to does not come before school and family. 
With this being said, the only time left to focus on service work would be the week-
ends. A lot of the times, families take advantage of the weekend to catch up on things 
that they have missed from during the week such as family bonding and relaxing. 
Scheduling volunteer projects at other times may possibly make life easier on the peo-
ple who are involved and thinking further ahead, may make life simpler on people 
who donate.  

 
Involving the parents and teachers of sponsored K-Kids Clubs 

The students of a K-Kids Clubs are all around the age of 12 to 15, which means that they 
arenôt quite old enough to go out into the community and perform service independ-
ently like Key Clubbers would. Keeping the parents and teachers of a community in-
formed and involved will allow students to reach their full potential as members. 
With the adults being ñin the loopò, I can only imagine that parents would be more 
willing to allow their kids to go out and better themselves through volunteering. 



 

Kiwanis K-Kids By Key Club Divisions 

Division 1  
 
Division 2  
 
Division 3  
 
Division 4  
Connolly Elementary School 
Hampton Street School 
Hillside Grade School 
Holmes Elementary School 
Jackson Avenue 
Landing Elementary School 
New Hyde Park Road School 
Sea Cliff Elementary School 
 
Division 5 
 
Division 6  
Bowling Green Elementary School 
Franklin Square 
McVey Elementary School 
 
Division 7 
Oaks Road School 
 
Division 8 
Glendale 
Hoosick Falls Elementary 
Learning Tree Multi-Cultural School 
P.S. 229 Queens 
P.S. 91 of Glendale 
 

Division 9 
P.S. 215 
 
Division 10 
 
Division 11 
 
Division 12 
Edward Williams Elementary School 
Eldorado Elementary School 
Elmwood Elementary 
Lime Kiln School 
Margetts Elementary School 
 
Division 13 
Fallsburg 
Fostertown Etc Magnet School 
Minisink Valley Intermediate 
Otisville Elementary 
 
Division 14 
Bailey Bears 
Chazy Central Rural School 
Mooers Elementary School 
Rouses Point Elementary 
 
Division 15 
 
Division 16 
 
Division 17 
 
 
 

Division 18 
Castleton Elementary School 
 
Division 19 
 
Division 20 
 
Division 21 
Dr. Weeks Elementary School 
 
Division 22 
 
Division 23 
Canandaigua Elementary School 
State Road Elementary 
 
Division 24 
Lawrence Avenue Elementary 
School 
 
Division 25 
Potters Road Elementary 
Winchester Elementary School 
 
Division 26 
 
Division 27 
Pembroke Intermediate 
St. Joseph School 

Co-Sponsor a Kiwanis K-Kids Today! 
Contact your local Kiwanis Club! 



 

Builderõs Club 

Introduction & History 
Builders Club is the largest service organization for Middle School and Junior High School students, with more than forty 
thousand members worldwide.  The very first Builders Club was chartered in 1975.  Today there are more than 1,200 
clubs in fifteen countries.  Builders clubs can be established in schools, churches, YMCAs, and public libraries.  Builders 
Clubs provide adolescents with the opportunity to develop leadership skills, improve self-esteem, and increase civic engage-
ment.   Working with Builders Clubs is a truly rewarding experience.  For the most part, you will find that these Middle 
Schoolers are eager to help out. They are old enough to handle responsibility and are willing to follow directions.  Many 
Builders Club members will graduate from Builders Club into Key Club.  Working with Builders Clubs, however, does 
provide some unique challenges. 

 
Opening & Maintaining a Line of Communication 

Your Lieutenant Governor 
If you do not have any of the contact information, get in touch with your Lieutenant Governor.  He or she is 

will be more than happy to help, and will probably have the information. 
 

Your Local Kiwanis 
Your local Kiwanis Representative should be able to get you the contact information of the Builders Club Ki-
wanis Representative.  The Clubôs Representative will be knowledgeable on what the Builders Club is do-
ing. 

 
Builders Club Faculty Advisor 

Though Builders Club is student-led, the Faculty Advisor plays a huge role.  He or she will be more than will-
ing and able to help you with any administrative problems, and will also ensure that school rules are fol-
lowed. 

 
Builderôs Club Leaders 

Once you have the contact information of the Builders Club leaders, it may be 
hard to stay in touch.  Most middle schoolers have access to every technological 
avenue that you have access to.  This means that each leader will have a preferred method of communicat-
ing ranging from phone calls to Facebook messaging.  This means that each leader will have their pre-
ferred method of communication, which can be determined by simply asking them. 


